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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of the Diplomatic Adjustment of Duterte's
Government towards China under the "Intermediate Zone"

ABSTRACT

The Philippines as a typical "intermediate zone" country has always been a close
neighbor with China since ancient times and has many exchanges in economy, culture
and many other aspects.The United States colonized the Philippines from 1898 to 1946,
had a far-reaching influence on the political and social aspects of the Philippines, and
used the Philippines as a bridgehead to realize the Asia-Pacific strategy.The Philippines
is seeking development in the intermediateof the gap between China and the United
States.When Aquino III took office, he wooed the United States and fought against
China on international issues such as the "South China Sea issue". This caused the rapid
decline of Sino-Philippine relations and once reached a low point.After the arrival of the
new president of the Philippines, Duterte, the 180-degree foreign policy adjustment
turned out to be the same as the previous foreign policy of Aquino III’s pro-US system
and intended to restore the rebalancing strategy of the big powers.Pushing on
"independent diplomacy", the foreign policy of the Duterte government has promoted
the easing and further development of China-Philippine relations,  especially the
tension on the South China Sea as a focal issue, and at the same time weakened the
military relations with the United States, exerted a major influence on the political
structure in Southeast Asia and even the world.This article analyzes the reasons and
influencing factors of Duterte's policy adjustment and makes predictions and

assumptions about Duterte's foreign policy.

Key Words: Philippines; Intermediate Zone; Diplomatic Adjustment; China
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