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Southeast Asian Studies Number 5 2019

may involve the artificial intelligence factors for example; China should adjust its strate—
gies on the South China Sea issue instead of “double hit-back” tactics China should
provide leadership and solutions to the South China Sea disputes while maintaining the
status quo.
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Security Perception Development Requirement and the Adjustment of Philippines”
China Policy

XI Guigui & LING Shengli

[Abstract] Since Rodrigo Duterte elected as the president of Philippines in 2016 Chi-
na— Philippines bilateral relations have brought a certain level of success especially
compared with the former Aquino government such as the relatively peaceful South Chi-
na Sea water; both President Xi and President Duterte has paid a state visit to each oth—
er; and the decision to upgrade their relations to a comprehensive strategic cooperative
partnership. As to the reasons why such a great deal of success achieved by China and
the Philippines in such a short term scholars contribute a lot from different perspectives
such as the Structural Realism Theory the Neo-classical Realism Theory Domestic Po—
litical reasons and also psychological factors. We develop a framework of a “security
perception and development appeal nexus” to explain the policy shift. This essay argues
that based on his estimation of the East Asian regional security structure situation presi—
dent Duterte’s strategic preference has shifted from security gain to development require—
ments and this shift promotes the development-driven China—Philippines relations con—
tributing to building a more friendly Philippines partner. Ending with a discussion on
how should China take this opportunity to strive for both a relatively steady regional se—
curity arrangements and overlapping development interests. With the Philippines as an
example China could create a more amicable secure and prosperous neighborhood.
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